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Excursion description MS Douro Splendour 2018 

 

Porto City Tour: € 53,00 

Tour Details:  Half day tour: 3.5 hours (including wine cellars) 

Spreading along the banks of the Douro River, Porto’s history and development is closely linked to this 

river. First a Celtic Iberian settlement, it became a prosperous Roman village thanks to its natural 

harbour. In the Middle Ages, during the XV and XVI centuries, its fishermen, sailors, merchants and ship 

builders contributed to the success of the Portuguese Discoveries. In the XVIII century, Porto gave its 

name to the one of the finest wines in the world –Port Wine.  This tour introduces the city, the capital of 

the North of Portugal. We’ll drive through its narrow streets to find XVI century arcaded buildings and 

Baroque churches and chapels. We will cross the city’s iconic XIX century iron bridge, built by the school 

of Gustav Eiffel.  The city tour takes us along the coastal road of the Atlantic to the mouth of the Douro 

River, located at “Foz”. There, this posh neighbourhood of Porto presents its fashionable Villas and 

Manor Houses.  Before returning to Vila Nova de Gaia we visit the city’s cathedral. Located on the top of 

the Penaventosa hill with an amazing view over the river, the cathedral construction started in the late 

12th century and continued until the 17th century. And the building continued receiving changes to its 

style until the 20th century. Inside you can find beautiful examples of golden carved altarpieces and 

paintings from the Nasoni period.  The tour ends with a visit to one of the Port Wine Lodges, located in 

Vila Nova de Gaia, where the group will have opportunity to see the old casks full of Port and have a 

sample of this delicious, world famous Portuguese wine.   

Highlight: Cathedral and Port Wine Cellars   

 

Timings:    

00h00– boarding the bus/departure    

00h15 – tour of the city centre    

Enjoy this tour which takes you through the old city and past its typical houses and quarters. Proceed to 

Foz, an old fishermen village used by wealthy Porto families for their summer homes. Enjoy the old villas 

and the gardens built on land reclaimed from the river. We next take you to the newest part of the city, 

with its controversial Diamond building that houses the Casa da Musica. On our way to the Cathedral we 

pass though the city centre and past its magnificent buildings, such as the Clérigos tower and S. Bento 

station.    

01h30 – arrival at the Cathedral for a tour and photos.    

02h00 – departure to the wine cellars    

02h30 – visit to the wine cellars    

03h15 – return departure to the ship    

03h30 - arrival at ship   
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Tour Lamego: € 47,00 

Tour Details: Half day tour: 4 hours   

Lamego, an old town rich in history, is small and picturesque, warm and very charming. Its Cathedral 

Sanctuary is one of the most important places of pilgrimage in Portugal: The Sanctuary of Our Lady of 

Remedies. Built in the second half of the 18th century over the remains of a 14th century chapel, it is an 

excellent example of Portuguese baroque style. Embracing the whole town from the top of the hill is 

the Cathedral’s impressive staircase, with nearly 700 steps. It is beautifully decorated with enormous 

panels of blue and white tiles. In addition to the shrine, you will visit, the Gothic Cathedral, optionally 

visit the Lamego Castle and its Cisterns and tour the Town’s Museum.  The town is also famous for its 

gastronomy: the smoked ham, the “bola de Lamego” (a bread filled in with smoked ham); the roasted 

kid in the oven; regional cakes and the very well-known sparkling wine called “Raposeira”.  Time will be 

given at the end of the tour to explore the narrow and winding streets of the town or simply watch the 

world go by from one of the outdoor cafes.   

Highlight: Visit to the Sanctuary, Museum   

 

Timings: (order of visits may be reversed depending on crowds and traffic.)    

00h00 - boarding the bus/departure to Lamego    

00h45: Lamego’s museum Located at the city centre, this museum owns an impressive collection of 

Portuguese paintings and Flemish. (Optional free time for those not visiting the museum.)    

02h00 - Sanctuary    

This site has witnessed pilgrimages since the city’s beginning. The origins of the Sanctuary date back to 

the 14th century and a small chapel dedicated to Saint Estevão. In the 16th century it was decided to 

build a new church over the old chapel since the chapel was almost in ruins. The bishop and brought an 

image from Our Lady of Remedies from Rome and immediately people started making promises to Our 

Lady or Remedies and Saint Estevão lost importance. The sanctuary’s construction began in the late 

18th century and was finished in the early 20th century. All will be given an opportunity to walk down 

the well-known 686 step staircase.    

03h15 – return departure to the ship    

04h00 - arrival at ship    

 

 

 

 

 



 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CVR-nr: 36892706 | Sølvgade 15-17 - 1307 Copenhagen K | Tlf. (+45) 3376 6490 | www. cruiseaway.dk | info@cruiseaway.dk 

 

Castelo Rodrigo: € 38,00 

Tour Details: Half day tour: 3.0 hours   

Castelo Rodrigo, located at about 2200 feet above sea level, is one of Portugal’s 12 historical Parishes. 

Its streets are typically medieval, very narrow and steep, and one can still find sixteenth century façades 

and Manuelino style windows.  The Romans were the first to build a fortress here. Then in 1209 Alfonso 

IX built the wall of the fortress. The village became part of the Portuguese territory in 1297, during the 

reign of King Dinis.  Throughout the centuries, Jews, Arabs and Christians have all peacefully coexisted 

in this small city and have created the social fabric of Castelo Rodrigo. There are still signs of this 

peaceful cooperation such as on the Synagogue - the Synagogue Street - which dates back to the XVI 

century, during the time of King Manuel I, when a Jewish community of about 300 people escaping the 

inquisition and local Christians lived together in peace during this terrible time.  The area has an 

economy based on agriculture (cereals, olives and olive oil), cattle rising, the granite trade and cheese 

production. Wine has been produced in the region since started in the XII century by the monks and 

now there is a modern wine cooperative. In 1991, the white wine Quinta do Cardo won a Golden Medal.   

Highlight: Visit to the Castle   

 

Timings: 

00h00– boarding the bus/departure to Castelo Rodrigo    

00h30 – arrival at Castelo Rodrigo    

Upon arrival and after visiting the castle stroll along the narrow streets of the village, where you will still 

find reminiscences from the large Jewish community that fled here during the Inquisition, and to the 

local church for a visit. At the end of the visit you will better understand why Castelo Rodrigo is 

classified as one of the 12 historical Parishes of Portugal.    

02h30 – return departure to the ship, with a stop at Alto do Sapinho for photos    

03h00 - arrival at ship    
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Salamanca:  € 100,00  

Tour Details: Full day tour: 10 hours 

Salamanca, a city rich in traditions, is situated in the centre of the “Castilla e León” region. The city was 

founded by Celtic Iberian tribes on the banks of the Tormes River. First occupied by Romans and then 

Arabs, Salamanca was finally re conquered by Christians in the XIIth century. Afterwards, during the 

XIIIth century, the Iberian Peninsula’s oldest university was created here and the city’s stature was 

greatly increased.  The city has been visited repeatedly by kings, princes, bishops and artists who have 

all contributed to its enrichment over the centuries and this is why Salamanca is known as a “live 

museum”. However, along with this city’s impressive history, monuments and buildings are also its 

40,000 international students who give it a multicultural, cosmopolitan and modern feeling. In 2002, 

Salamanca was Capital of the Culture and the city is World Heritage since 1988.  The guided city tour 

takes us to visit the University, House of Shells and the beautiful “Plaza Mayor”, formally a site of 

bullfighting and now a popular gathering point for locals and visitors alike. The tour also visits the 

Gothic ‘New’ Cathedral - a name which serves as a testimony to the city’s age and rich history - since this 

‘new’ building was constructed in the 16th century to replace the original 12th century Salamanca 

Cathedral. During your free time, you may opt to also visit the Old Cathedral to take in its classic 

Romanic architecture.   

Highlight: Visit to the Cathedral, Flamenco show 

Timings:    

00h00 – boarding the bus/departure to Salamanca    

01h45 – arrival Salamanca. Upon arrival you are escorted to the Plaza Mayor, the heart of the city, and 

oriented to the city’s local attractions, shops and cafes and given free time to enjoy these sites on your 

own before the guided tour.    

03h30 – Typical Spanish Meal at a local restaurant, with Flamenco show. It takes place after lunch, and 

we have 3 dancers and 1 singer, they perform the typical Spanish dances, like “Paso Doble”, “Bulerias”, 

among others.  

 05h00 - guided City tour    

Local guides will meet us and our tour starts at 18th century Plaza Mayor. From there we visit the House 

of Shells, a Gothic building from 1493. The house symbolizes the marriage between two important city 

families and its facades’ Shells and the Lilies are the symbols of each family. Next we pass by 

Salamanca’s University which dates to the 13th century when it was founded by King Alfonse IX. 

(Optional visit inside the University’s 16th century classrooms and the enclosed baroque patio is 

additional fee, pre-paid and pre-arranged €8/person.) The unique façade, with its enigmatic frog 

sculpture, was built in a rich Plateresque style.  Our last stop is at the New Cathedral. Built between 1513 

and 1733 in classic Gothic style, the cathedral was constructed to replace the old structure, which was 

becoming too small. The Old Cathedral was never taken down since the city dwellers could not decide 

which Cathedral they preferred better and you can choose to visit it during your free time.    

07h45 – end of the tour. Free time 

 08h30 – return departure to the ship   10h00 - arrival at ship    
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The Palace and Gardens of Mateus: € 51,00 

Tour Details: Half day tour: 3.5 hours   

The tour proceeds to land held by the last Count of Vila Real. In the Gardens of Mateus Palace you have 

the chance to discover the connection between Mateus Rose Wine and this beautiful XVIII century 

house. Here discover that, although still owned by the Count of Vila Real, the palace has served as a 

Cultural Foundation called “Casa de Mateus”, (The House of Mateus) since the 1970’s. The foundation’s 

main aim is the preservation of the villa, study of its archives and the promotion of cultural, scientific 

and educational activities. Several concerts take place here each year during summer’s Festival of 

Mateus.  The manor displays liturgical vestments, a collection of silver reliquaries from the 18th century, 

a 17th century woodcraft altar, ivory images of Our Lady of Conception (17th c) and a “Descent from the 

Cross” (18th c), amongst several other images and curiosities of religious nature. You will have a chance 

to also see Portuguese, French and English furniture, mainly from the 17th and 18th centuries, as well as 

paintings from the same period. And don’t overlook the remarkable chestnut wood crafting on all the 

ceilings.  After touring the home, enjoy free time in the beautiful gardens, amongst Portugal’s most 

beautiful. Finally, before returning to the ship there will be time to visit the villa’s beautiful chapel and 

winery.  (Optional visit to Vila Real: Between the 15th and the 17th century the city grew as many nobles 

chose to live in Vila Real. Because of this influx of nobles, the city earned the nickname of “The Court of 

Trás os Montes”.)   

Highlight: Visit to the Palace   

 

Timings: 

00h00 – boarding the bus/departure to the Palace.    

00h30 – arrival at the Palace    

Take a guided tour of the palace, including the rare books library, vestments and religious icons room, 

major salons, chapel.    

02h00 - Free time to visit winery, shops and gardens.    

03h00 – Return departure to the ship    

03h30 - Arrival at ship 

 

 


