
Day 1: Australia -       - Skopje, 

Macedonia  

     

Depart Australia today on your 

overnight flight to Skopje.  

Day 2: Skopje, Macedonia  

Welcome to Skopje. Upon your arrival, you'll 

be welcomed at the airport and transferred to 

your hotel.  

Skopje is the capital of the Republic of 

Macedonia, in the center of the Balkan 

Peninsula. Over time it has experienced 

Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman rule. The 

15th-century Stone Bridge connects the 

Ottoman Old Bazaar (Čaršija) on the Vardar 

River‘s north bank with contemporary Macedonia Square to the south. The Skopje 

(Kale) Fortress overlooking the river has defended the city for centuries.  

Day 3: Skopje - Ohrid, Macedonia (B) 

This morning we drive to Ohrid, a UNESCO Heritage town in the south of 

Macedonia. This Unesco world heritage site is known as the 'Macedonian Jerusalem' 

due to its large number of churches. In the city’s compact old town, medieval 

churches, monasteries and open-air ruins stand alongside traditional houses with red-

tiled roofs. The massive walls of the centuries-old Samoil’s Fortress, at the top of the 

hill, dominate the city skyline. On arrival, we discover the highlights of Ohrid 

including the church of St. Sofia (11th century), the most eminent mediaeval 

monument in Macedonia with magnificent Byzantine fresco paintings and St. Clement 

Church with its icon of Annunciation.  

Day 4: Ohrid—Tirana, Albania (B) 

Today we depart for Tirana, the capital of Albania. Enroute we visit the remains of a 

Turkish fort before continuing on to Tirana. Tirana is known for its known for its 

colorful Ottoman-, Fascist- and Soviet-era architecture. Pastel buildings surround the 

city's focal point, Skanderbeg Square, which is named for its equestrian statue of a  
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national hero. This afternoon, we have a tour to explore Tirana, the capital of Albania, 

including Skanderbeg Square, the Mosque of Ethem Bey and the National Museum 

representing the flow of Albanian history and housing the finds from archaeological sites 

across the country. In the evening, you can have dinner at a traditional restaurant and then 

explore the nightlife of Tirana, walking in the ex-Eastern bloc area known as "the forbidden 

town" where the villas of the communists' leaders are still standing next to trendy 

boutiques, expensive jewellery shops and active local pubs.  

 

Day 5: Tirana - Budva - Kotor, Montenegro (B) 

 

Today we leave Tirana behind us after breakfast, making our way to the border town of 

Shkodra, once the capital of the Illyrian Kingdom (3rd century B.C) before crossing to 

Kotor via Budva. Apart from its natural beauty, its bay islands and beaches for example, 

Budva is rich in historic monuments. Budva Old Town lies on a small peninsula and 

represents a treasure chest of culture heritage. Crossed with narrow streets and squares are 

famous buildings, the Church St. Trojica, housing the tomb of the exquisite writer Stjepan 

Mitrov Ljubisa, the Churches of St. Ivan, St. Bogorodica and St. Sava. After free time in 

Budva, continue to Kotor, which is set on the beautiful Bay of Kotor, a UNESCO World 

Heritage site. Amongst the sights to see are the well-preserved Old Town and its city walls, 

along which you can walk, and the Cathedral of Saint Tryphon (built in 1166).  

 

Day 6: Kotor - Dubrovnik, Croatia (B) 

 

This morning we departure for Dubrovnik. Dubrovnik is a city in southern Croatia fronting 

the Adriatic Sea. It's known for its distinctive Old Town, encircled with massive stone walls 

completed in the 16th century. Its well-preserved buildings range from baroque St. Blaise 

Church to Renaissance Sponza Palace and Gothic Rector’s Palace, now a history museum. 

Paved with limestone, the pedestrianized Stradun (or Placa) is lined with shops and 

restaurants. On arrival, head out on a guided walk along the city walls, enjoying views of 

the sparkling Adriatic Ocean. We’ll also visit Big Onofrio's Fountain, built by the European 

architect Onofrio della Cava in the 15th century to supply water to the city, 13th century 

Franciscan monastery and the Sponza and Rector's Palaces. The evening is then at leisure. 

 

 



city's wide boulevards and squares, and the historic and green heart of Kalemegdan  

 

Day 7: Dubrovnik, Croatia (B) 

 

Today is a free day in Dubrovnik to relax. Choose to do as little or as much as you like! The 

Old Town and its many sights (including the well-preserved city walls along which you 

can walk) is one of the top attractions here. The Old Town is also famous for Stradun (also  

known as Placa), the main thoroughfare – one of the greatest pleasures for many visitors is 

to have a drink in one of the nearby cafes and watch the world go by, whilst they 

themselves are being watched by the city patron, St. Blaise, or Sveti Vlaho as the locals call 

him. 

 

Day 8: Dubrovnik - Mostar - Sarajevo, Bosina & Herzegovina (B) 

 
Today depart for Sarajevo enroute visiting the town of Mostar. Mostar is a city in southern 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, straddling the Neretva River. It’s known for the iconic Stari Most 

(Old Bridge), a reconstructed medieval arched bridge. Continue on to Sarajevo, the capital 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The city was the most heavily bombed settlement in Bosnia 

during the war, but it has since been rebuilt and now features on UNESCO's World 

Heritage list. Twenty years after the end of a devastating war, Sarajevo is slowly asserting 

itself as one of Europe's most beautiful and interesting cities.   

Day 9: Sarajevo—Novi Sad, Serbia (B) 

This morning, after breakfast, depart for Novi Sad on the banks of the Danube River. The 

old town centre is lined up with beautiful 200 year old houses, out-doors cafes, shops and 

ice-cream parlors, as well as beautiful places of worship - the ornate Serbian Orthodox 

church, the tall Catholic Cathedral or the Jewish synagogue (no longer in actual use).  Atop 

a riverside bluff stands Petrovaradin Fortress, much of it dating to the 17th and 18th 

centuries, with an iconic clock tower and a network of tunnels. This afternoon, enjoy a 

walking tour of the old town and marvel at the baroque architecture.  
 

Day 10: Novi Sad - Belgrade, Serbia (B) 

Today, we depart from Novi Sade and drive to Belgrade. Its most significant landmark is 

the Beogradska Tvrđava, an imposing fortress at the confluence of the Danube and the  



Sava rivers. The fort is a testament to the city’s strategic importance to the Roman, 

Byzantine, Ottoman, Serbian and Austrian empires. Upon our arrival, we will visit the 

Park. The park is home to Kelmegdan Fortress, which has overlooked the Danube River 

here for centuries. In the evening, head down to Skadarska Street in the bohemian quarter 

of Skadarlija to sample some authentic local food and enjoy the lively atmosphere, in a 

place where Orthodox churches vie for space next to fashionable nightclubs. 

 

Day 11: Belgrade - Nis - Sofia, Bulgaria (B) 

 

After breakfast, we depart Belgrade for the Bulgarian capital Sofia. Enroute, we visit Nis, a 

city in southern Serbia. Niš is a lively city of curious contrasts, where Roma in horse-drawn 

carriages trot alongside new cars, and posh cocktails are sipped in antiquated alleyways. 

Here, enjoy a tour of the city and learn about the role Nis played in Serbian history all the 

way back to pre-roman time. After, we continue on to Sofia.  On arrival, we enjoy a gentle 

walking tour of the centre, where you will learn about the National Library, Sofia 

University, The Parliament, The St. Alexander Nevsky Patriarchal Cathedral, the National 

Theatre, St. Sofia Church and Sofia's oldest building - St George Rotunda (from the 3rd 

century). We also visit the ruins of the ancient city of Serdika (dating back to the 5th-6th 

century) which was located in the city of Sofia during the Roman times.  

 

Day 12: Sofia - - Australia (B) 

 

After breakfast, our tour concludes with a transfer to Sofia airport. 

 

Day 13: Australia  

 

Arrive home today. 

 

Please note: due to scheduling some flights might arrive home  1 day later. 


