
Day 1: Australia - - Paris  

 Depart Australia today to begin an 

unforgettable trip to France and 

Spain. 

Day 2: Paris 

 Welcome to Paris! On arrival, please 

make your own way to your hotel. 

There are plenty of transport 

options with the quickest being the 

train from the airport to the city.  

Optional: You may opt to join our 

hassle free airport transfers from the 

airport to your hotel 

Paris, France's capital, is a major 

European city and a global center for art, fashion, gastronomy and culture. Its 19th-

century cityscape is crisscrossed by wide boulevards and the River Seine. Beyond 

such landmarks as the Eiffel Tower and the 12th-century, Gothic Notre-Dame 

cathedral, the city is known for its cafe culture and designer boutiques along the Rue 

du Faubourg Saint-Honoré.  

Day 3: Paris (B,D) 

In the morning, you will meet your Tour Escort before leaving the hotel for a full day 

tour of Paris, visiting some of the capital city’s most famous attractions. A drive along 

the Champs Elysees, considered one of the world’s most beautiful avenues, will reveal 

a myriad restaurants, luxury boutiques, flagship stores , museums and nightclubs, 

luring tourists and locals alike. The 2-kilometres stretch links the Place de la 

Concorde, originally an execution site during the French Revolution, and the Arc de 

Triomphe, commissioned by Napoleon in 1806 and today, the biggest arch in the 

world. Beneath the arch is the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and each evening at 

6.30pm, its flame is rekindled. You will have time to admire the Eiffel Tower, one of 

the world’s most iconic sights, built for the World Fair in 1889 and still today, the  
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tallest structure in Paris. The day ends with a sumptuous welcome dinner with your Tour 

Guide and fellow travellers. 

 

Day 4: Paris – Beaune – Lyon  (B) 

 

After breakfast, leave Paris bound for the rolling hills and medieval villages of  Burgundy, 

whose vineyards yield some of the world’s most prestigious and expensive wines. You will 

drive through two of Burgundy’s most notable wine producing communities, Gevrey-

Chambertin and Nuits Saint Georges, before arriving around lunchtime in the thriving 

town of Beaune, the unofficial capital of the Cote d’Or and offering some of France’s finest 

wine tasting opportunities. Time will be spent visiting the Hospices de Beaune, a hospital 

foundation dating back to the Middle Ages, whose flamboyant Gothic architecture, 

polychrome roofs and renowned vineyard make this museum one of Burgundy’s most 

visited attractions.  A 2-hour drive south from Beaune then takes you to Lyon, France’s 

third largest city. Set at the confluence of the Rhone and Saone rivers, Lyon offers a wealth 

of museums, restaurants and shops, and where no visit is complete without sampling 

traditional local cuisine at one of the many ‘bouchons’.  

 

Day 5: Lyon – Avignon – Monaco – French Riviera (B) 

 

Today, we continue south, with a drive of around 2.5 hours to Avignon.  For most of the 

1300’s, Avignon served as the centre of the Roman Catholic world, leaving behind a legacy 

of impressive ecclesiastical architecture. Most notable is the World Heritage listed Palais 

des Papes, the largest Gothic palace in the world. Your visit here will enable you to see 

more than 20 rooms in the palace, including the Papal apartments with their priceless 

Italian frescoes. You will then visit the Pont Saint Benezet – more commonly known as the 

Pont d’Avignon – a dramatic broken bridge part-spanning the Rhone river, once a strategic 

crossing  and immortalised by the children’s song, ‘Sur le Pont d’Avignon’. A 3-hour drive 

will then take you to Monaco, a tiny independent city/state on France’s Mediterranean 

coastline, known for its luxury casinos, millionaires’ yachts and prestigious Grand Prix 

motor race. Then it’s the short drive into the heart of the French Riviera, France’s 

Mediterranean playground. 

 

 



Day 6: French Riviera (B) 

 

Today is free to soak up the lifestyle of the Cote d’Azur. More commonly known as the 

French Riviera, it is hardly surprising that the region has become such a popular holiday 

resort area, this stretch of south eastern France’s Mediterranean coastline enjoying a year-

round mild to warm climate.  With seemingly endless sunny beaches, delightful towns, 

glamorous sailing vessels and awash with celebrities, the Riviera remains as popular today 

as it ever was. Nice, with its seaside location, is the unofficial capital of the Cote d’Azur 

and is a haven for holidaymakers, with its rich array of enchanting markets, magnificent 

architecture, fabulous restaurants and vibrant atmosphere. Further afield, towns such as St-

Tropez. 

 

Day 7: French Riviera – Arles - Carcassonne (B) 

 

Following breakfast, you leave the French Riviera, making the 3-hour drive west to Arles 

and on arrival, there will be time to explore this UNESCO World Heritage Site. Set on a low 

hill overlooking the Rhone river, Arles dates back to the 7th century BC and was a major 

Gallo-Roman city. The streets are medieval in character, narrow and winding between 

ancient buildings. Amongst the points of interest are the Arena and Theatre, the Saint-

Trophine cathedral, with its ornate entrance way, and the Saint Trophime cloister, built in 

the late 12th century.  On leaving Arles, continue west to Carcassonne, where a highlight of 

your tour of the city is a visit to the imposing citadel. This medieval castle dominates the 

skyline and is France’s second most visited tourist spot after the Eiffel Tower, the fairytale 

collection of drawbridges, towers and cobbled streets reputedly the inspiration for Walt 

Disney’s ‘The Sleeping Beauty’.   

 

Day 8: Carcassonne – Barcelona (B) 

 

Little more than 1.5 hours’ drive south of Carcassone, you will cross the French/Spanish 

border and arrive in the town of Figueres. Here, we have included a visit to the Salvador 

Dali museum, one of the most interesting and popular museums in Northern Spain. 

Figueres was the Spanish surrealist painter’s home town and the museum houses one of 

the largest collections of his work. Even the building is a work of art, topped with giant  



eggs and its pink walls adorned with plaster covered croissants. From Figueres, it’s just 

another hour on to Barcelona and on arrival early afternoon, you will be taken on a half-

day tour of this Catalan city, known as Spain’s second capital. You’ll visit the Columbus 

Monument, a 60-metre high statue in honour of the explorer, Christopher Columbus, and 

La Sagrada Familia, a giant basilica that has been under construction since 1882. In the 

evening, why not try some local cuisine in one of the many ‘tapas’ bars? 

 

Day 9: Barcelona (B) 

 

A whole day to explore this magical city. It’s the perfect size to discover on foot, with the 

Parc de la , Parc de Joan Miro and the old military fortress of Montjuic Castle all worth a 

visit. The world’s most famous painter, Pablo Picasso, spent much of his youth in 

Barcelona, and the Picasso museum houses much of the artist’s early works. Soccer fans 

may be interested in a trip around the Nou Camp stadium, home of one of the world’s 

greatest teams, whilst in contrast, the Barrio Gotico gothic quarter is Barcelona’s medieval 

city dating back to the Middle Ages. Many would say that no visit to Barcelona is complete 

without taking a stroll down La Rambla, a pleasant tree lined pedestrian mall stretching 

1.2kms and linking the Christopher Columbus monument with the Placa de Catalunya. It is 

alive with street artists, tourists and locals and truly captures the city’s spirit. 

 

Day 10: Barcelona – Pamplona – Biarritz (B) 

 

Set off this morning and head for Pamplona, about a 5-hour drive through north eastern 

Spain and a city steeped in history and deep-rooted traditions. The streets and squares of 

its historic quarter still preserve a significant collection of monuments, dominated by its 

churches and medieval walls. Highlights include the Baroque Town hall, the Gothic 13th 

century church of San Saturnino, and the Camara de Comptos, the city’s oldest building. 

Although Pamplona’s busiest week by far is during the San Fermin Festival in July, which 

features the daily ‘Running of the Bulls’, the city hosts a steady flow of visitors throughout 

the year, with hikers or pilgrims walking the famous Camino de Santiago. On leaving 

Pamplona, a 1.5 hour drive north takes you babck over the border to Biarritz, an elegant 

seaside town on France’s Basque coast. It has been a popular retreat since the days of 

Napoleon III and remains one of the south west of France’s most appealing resorts. 



Day 11: Biarritz - Bordeaux (B) 

 

A 2-hour drive around the Bay of Biscay will take you from Biarritz to Bordeaux. En route, 

you will pass through Les Landes, a surfers’ paradise and a hydrotherapy hotspot, with 

five separate spas. On arrival in Bordeaux, the hub of the famed wine growing region, you 

will be taken on a tour of this historic city. Amongst the sites you will visit will be the Stone 

Bridge, with its 17 arches crossing the Garonne river, the Triangle d’Or situated in Old 

Bordeaux, and the Place des Quinconces, France’s largest public square. Then in the 

evening, wherever you are dining, be sure to try at least one of the region’s many delicious 

wines. 

 

Day 12: Bordeaux -  - Tours (B) 

 

This morning, you will be taken to Bordeaux station, where you will board a TGV train for 

your 3-hour journey north to Tours, situated between the Cher and Loire rivers. On arrival 

in Tours, you will be met at the station and transferred to your hotel. Tours in the gateway 

to the Loire Valley and is known for its peaceful atmosphere.  Highlights include the well-

preserved historic town centre, the fine arts museum, the historic Cathedrale St-Gatien 

with its beautiful stained glass windows, and the Basilica housing the tomb of Saint Martin. 

The town’s atmosphere can be captured in the daily markets or lively cafes, and for a 

contrast, take a stroll through the delightful botanical gardens. 

 

Day 13: Tours - - Paris (B) 

 

Your day will begin with a trip into the Loire Valley, where you will visit the Chateau de 

Chambord, one of the most instantly recognisable chaetaux in the word due to its French 

Renaissance architecture. It is the largest chateau in the Loire Valley, comprising 400 rooms 

and more than 80 staircases, its encircling walls measuring some 30 kms. Of course, we 

couldn’t let you leave the Loire Valley region without sampling some of its world-famous 

wine, so you will have the opportunity for some tasting before heafing back to Tours and 

its station. Here, you will board the incredible TGV train for the 2-hour journey back to 

Paris, where on arrival, you will be transferred to your hotel. 



Day 14: Paris - - Australia (B) 

 

Today, your tour of France and Spain concludes after breakfast. At the appropriate time, 

make your own way to the airport for your homeward flight. 

 

Optional: Opt to include our hassle free hotel to airport transfers 

 

Day 15: Australia 

 

Arrive home today. 

 

Please note: Some flight may arrive home 1 day later 


