
 

Day 1: Australia - - London  

Depart Australia today to begin your 

journey of the UK. 

Day 2: London 

Today, arrival in to London! On 

arrival, please make your own way 

to your hotel. There are plenty of 

transport options which the easiest 

and most convenient being the 

famous London Underground which 

stops close by your hotel. The rest of 

the day is then at your leisure to 

explore London. 

Optional: You may opt to join our hassle free airport transfer to your hotel. 

London, England’s capital, set on the River Thames, is a 21st-century city with history 

stretching back to Roman times. At its centre stand the imposing Houses of 

Parliament, the iconic ‘Big Ben’ clock tower and Westminster Abbey, site of British 

monarch coronations. Across the Thames, the London Eye observation wheel 

provides panoramic views of the South Bank cultural complex, and the entire city.  

Day 3: London – Stratford upon Avon – York - Leeds (B,D) 

After breakfast, head north from London bound for Stratford-upon-Avon, the pretty 

medieval market town that sits on the banks of the River Avon and renowned as the 

birthplace of England’s most famous poet and playwright, William Shakespeare. Here 

we take time to visit the house where Shakespeare was born, learn the facts about his 

life and family, and discover how the legacy of Shakespeare has influenced so much 

of our literature and language. From Stratford, we continue to York, another of  
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England’s Heritage cities, where you will stroll the narrow lanes of the Tudor Shambles 

and visit York Minster, the largest Gothic cathedral in Northern Europe.  Your overnight 

stay will be in nearby Leeds, where you will be invited to a welcome reception and 

traditional Yorkshire dinner to get to know your fellow travellers. 

 

Day 4: Leeds – Jedburgh Abby - Edinburgh (B) 

 

After breakfast we continue making our way north towards the border of Scotland. Watch 

as we pass through the picturesque Northumberland National Park and Cheviot Hills 

before crossing the Anglo/Scottish border. After crossing the border, we visit the ruins of 

the Jedburgh Abbey. Dating back to the 12th century, Jedburgh Abbey is one of Scotland’s 

most impressive ancient monuments. We’ll also visit an 8th century shrine, a number of 

early Christian sculptured stones and the famous ‘Jedburgh Comb’. Time will also allow 

for a stroll around the cloister gardens, with its fragrant herbal scents and delightful 

setting. From Jedburgh, it is then little more than an hour further north to Edinburgh. 

 

Edinburgh has a medieval Old Town and an elegant Georgian New Town, with gardens 

and neoclassical buildings. It's home to Arthur’s Seat, an extinct volcano in Holyrood Park 

with sweeping views from its peak. Looming over the city is hilltop Edinburgh Castle, 

home to Scotland’s crown jewels and the Stone of Destiny traditionally used in the 

coronation of Scottish rulers. After checking into your hotel, our arrival time gives you 

plenty of time to explore Edinburgh at your own pace. With the history here you are bound 

to want to get to know this fascinating city.  

 

Day 5: Edinburgh (B) 

 

This morning after a hearty Scottish breakfast we head out to get to know Edinburgh with 

a local expert. Explore the historic heart of the Scottish capital, hear stories of medieval life, 

legendary royals and notorious criminals as you follow your guide around the UNESCO-

listed Old Town and stroll down the famous Royal Mile. 

 

Visit the magnificent Palace of Holyroodhouse, the official home of the Royal Family in 

Scotland, where you’ll hear about legendary royals like Mary, Queen of Scots, and learn  



how the Queen stays at the castle during her annual summer visit. Then, enter the famous 

Edinburgh Castle, which stands as a beacon over the old part of the city. This most famous 

of Scottish castles has a complex building history. The oldest part, St Margaret's Chapel, 

dates from the 12th century; the Great Hall was erected by James IV around 1510; the Half 

Moon Battery by the Regent Morton in the late 16th century. After the conclusion of our 

tour, the rest of the afternoon is yours to enjoy at your own pace. 

 

Day 6: Edinburgh - Trossachs National Park - Loch Lomond – Glasgow (B) 

 

This morning, we leave Edinburgh and head west towards Glasgow. The route today will 

take us via Stirling and then through the Trossachs National Park, with its densely forested 

hills and picturesque lochs. The most famous of these is Loch Lomond, mainland Britain’s 

largest lake and a popular spot for holidaymakers from near and far alike. The lake was 

inspiration for Sir Walter Scott’s iconic poem, The Lady of the Lake’, which inspired the 

first tourists to Highland Scotland. Hear, you’ll have a chance to walk the beautiful 

shoreline with views of the jagged shoulders of the Arrochar Alps. Following some free 

time at Loch Lomond, it’s a short drive to Glasgow where we enjoy an afternoon 

panoramic city tour and pass by St George’s Square in the city centre, the Glasgow School 

of Art, Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Buchanan Street, the Glasgow’s main shopping area 

before returning to the hotel where the rest of the evening is at leisure. 

 

Day 7: Glasgow – Gretna Green – Lakes District – Liverpool (B) 

  

Today we head back towards England, crossing the border at Gretna Green, a small 

Scottish village known as the wedding capital of the UK. The journey then continues south, 

with the mountains beckoning you to the beautiful Lake District National Park. The Lake 

District is one of the most visited areas in the UK, with a stunning landscape of towering 

mountains, craggy hills and sparkling lakes, as well as its literary connections to William 

Wordsworth, Beatrix Potter and Arthur Ransome. Here we will spend time at Dove 

Cottage, set on the shores of Lake Grasmere and where Wordsworth wrote some of the 

greatest poetry in the English language. Also enjoy the adjacent Wordsworth museum, 

housing the world’s greatest collection of his poems and journals. There is then time to 

enjoy the surrounding  area and the picturesque scene of the Lakes District (time  



depending) before we continue on to the port city of Liverpool where the rest of the 

evening is at leisure. 

 

Day 8: Liverpool (B) 

 

Notable for its museums, galleries and eye-catching Victorian architecture, and universally 

recognised as the home of the Beatles, Liverpool is unrecognisable from the days when it 

relied on cotton and the slave trade. Your morning guided tour of the city stops at the 

Liverpool Tate Modern Art Gallery, the famed Mersey River, and the redeveloped Albert 

Docks, where the Beatles Story follows the ‘Fab Four’s’ journey from their early days 

playing the Cavern Club to the global phenomenon that was Beatlemania. The afternoon is 

free to discover Liverpool at your own pace, whether to step inside Liverpool Cathedral, to 

visit Anfield – the legendary home of Liverpool Football Club – or take the ‘Magical 

Mystery Tour’, a 2-hour trip from Albert Dock which includes Strawberry Fields and 

Penny Lane.     

 

Day 9: Liverpool – Ludlow – Bristol (B) 

 

Today after breakfast we continue our way south. Less than 2 hours’ drive from Liverpool 

and through the pretty Shropshire Hills is Ludlow Castle, perched in an ideal defensive 

position high above the River Teme amidst scenic and peaceful Shropshire countryside. 

The impressive ruins of the castle occupy the oldest part of Ludlow. Building of the castle 

started around 1086, with many later additions in the following two centuries. Dating back 

to the 11th century, the castle demonstrates examples of Norman, Medieval and Tudor 

periods. Our visit to the castle will reveal the important part that the fortress played in 

English history. After, we continue to Bristol. Situated in the southwest of England on the 

River Avon it is the country’s eighth largest city. Upon arriving at the home the rest of the 

day is at leisure. 

 

Day 10: Bristol - Bath – Stonehenge – London (B) 

 

After breakfast it is a short drive from Bristol is the historical city of Bath, known for its 

natural hot springs and grand Georgian architecture. Designated a UNESCO World 

Heritage site Bath is one of the great treasures of Britain.  Here we visit the renowned  



Roman Baths, constructed around 70AD as a grand bathing and socialising complex, and  

today one of the finest preserved Roman remains in the world. We then make a brief stop 

at Bath Abbey. Bath's huge abbey church was built between 1499 and 1616, making it the 

last great medieval church raised in England. We then continue on to Britain’s most iconic 

archaeological site, Stonehenge, where the awe-inspiring monolithic stones date back more 

than 5,000 years! Your visit here will allow you time to step inside the ruins to view the 

tools and objects of Neolithic life and to browse the many ancient artefacts within the 

exhibition centre. We then continue our route back to London. On arrival, check in to the 

hotel where the rest of the evening is at leisure.  

 

Day 11: London -  -Amsterdam  (B,D)  

 

It is an early start today. At the appropriate time, make your own way to the airport for 

your onward flight to Amsterdam to board your deluxe river cruise. On arrival into 

Amsterdam, Schiphol airport, please clear custom formalities and make your own way to 

the port to board your vessel. You must board by 12:00PM at the latest. Pier numbers and 

address will be provided on your documentation. The faster and most convenient way to 

the port is by train. A direct link railway line connects Schiphol International Airport with 

Amsterdam Central Station, from there it is an easy walk to the port. 

 

Day 12: Cologne (B,L,D) 

 

Today, enjoy a peaceful morning of cruising before reaching Cologne in the afternoon. One 

of Germany’s largest cities and capital of the Rhineland, Cologne straddles both sides of the 

Rhine, and is known for its soaring, twin-steepled gothic cathedral. He, there is plenty of 

time to go ashore and explore the first port of call on your cruise. 

 

Optional Tour: Cologne Walking tour - Although modern in feel, Cologne also conceals over 2000 

years of history within its foundations, dating back as early as Roman times. Roman ruins are 

scattered throughout the city, and include the famous Roman gate which once made up part of the 

medieval town walls. Your guide will also highlight the various cultural and historical sites of 

Cologne, including the St. Martins Church and Historical Town Hall. The tour will finish at the 

impressive Dom Cathedral, which is the largest Gothic Cathedral in northern Europe. The rest of the 

afternoon is yours to spend at leisure and to gradually make your way back to ship. 



Day 13: Cochem (B,L,D) 

 

This morning wake up as we continue meandering down the Rhine before t to German 

town of Cochem. Few towns in Germany can match the charm of Cochem. Its picturesque 

beauty, makes it a favourite place for visitors. Legend, folklore and a rich web of history is 

woven into every street. Situated in an area of outstanding natural beauty in the Mosel 

river valley, between the Eifel and Hundsrück. It is surrounded by high elevations, steep 

vineyards and typical wine villages, offering tastings, festivals and genuine hospitality. 

Here you have all afternoon to explore the town at your own pace. 

 

Optional Tour: Reichsburg Castle - The contours of this breathtaking neo-gothic castle rise more 

than 100 meters above the river Mosel and allow for a stunning view of the surrounding valley. By 

minibus, make your way to the hilltop to experience the magnificent vista over the valley where you 

will find the beautifully renovated Reichsburg Castle. Inside the castle, a guided tour takes you 

through the different castle chambers, which all uniquely have their own quirks and tales. On the 

way back, it’s up to you whether you prefer to visit the center of Cochem and explore this lovely 

town on your own, or alternatively, the bus can bring you back to the ship. 

 

Day 14: Rudesheim (B,L,D) 

 

This morning the scene is spectacular. The dramatic Rhine Gorge is the most beautiful 

stretch of river. Here, ancient castles stand sentry on lofty cliffs rising 400 feet above the 

waters. Cruise past the legendary rock of the Lorelei, where echoes of enchanted siren song 

lured unwitting sailors to their doom. Around lunch time we arrive in Rüdesheim, the 

quintessential Rhine Valley wine town. Disembark from the ship and explore at our own 

pace. 

 

Optional tour: Rüdesheim tour and wine tasting - Music, wine and vineyards, what a delightful 

way to spend the afternoon. Departing directly from the ship, the wine-grower-express mini-train 

meanders through the idyllic vineyards, dropping guests off in the heart of Rüdesheim. Here, the 

famous mechanical music cabinet is on show, where you can enjoy listening to as many as 350 self-

playing musical instruments from over three centuries of German history. Finish the day with an 

afternoon wine tasting at a local winery, and soak up the atmosphere in this charming town. 



Day 15: Speyer (B,L,D) 

 

This morning, wake up is the German city of Mannheim. The city is home to some of the 

largest industrial plants in the world, with company giants like Daimler, John Deere and 

Caterpillar calling it home. We have a quick port stop here for those customers opting to 

visit the Heidelberg Castle (optional tour). The ship then continues on to Speyer. You dock 

in full view of the imposing Romanesque cathedral, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Built 

in the 11th century on the site of a former basilica, the building’s design influenced 

Romanesque architecture for centuries to come, and is the final resting place of eight 

German monarchs. Its soaring interior features graceful rows of sandstone columns and a 

large stained-glass window that was installed in the western facade during a later Gothic 

period. Here the afternoon is free to go ashore and marvel at this ancient town. 

 

Optional tour: Heidelberg and castle tour - From Mannheim, a bus transfers you to Heidelberg, 

which is the oldest and most famous university town of Germany. Partake in a guided tour, with the 

first stop being the impressive hilltop castle, set in a stunning location overlooking the main square 

and Rhine Valley. This castle is a combination of several buildings surrounding an inner courtyard; 

each building highlighting a different period of German architecture. In the castle’s wine cellar, 

don’t miss the biggest wine barrel in the world, which holds over 220,000 litres of wine! After the 

castle tour, explore the romantic town centre before re-joining ship in the town of Speyer. 

 

Day 16: Strasbourg (B,L,D) 

 

This morning, wake up in Strasbourg. Situated on the border of France and Germany, 

Strasbourg blends the cultures of both countries in a delightful way. As capital of the 

Alsace region and seat of the Council of Europe and European Parliament, it is without a 

doubt an important city that manages to retain its historic charm. The whole day is 

allocated to enjoy this town, so feel free to go ashore. 

 

Optional tour: Strasbourg boat tour - Experience the Alsatian lifestyle with an international flair in 

Strasbourg! Get to know this charismatic city with its typical German and French influences on a 

local city tour. From the ship, a transfer will take you to the city centre from where the picturesque 

old town awaits to be explored. Now a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site, Strasbourg is best 

enjoyed by boat cruise, offering unique views of the half-timbered houses in ‘Petite France’ and the  



impressive European Institutions. With its mesmerizing Gothic Cathedral, many cafés, antique 

stores, boutiques and typical Alsatian architecture, Strasbourg is definitely a highlight worth further 

discovering on foot! Enjoy some free time in the city before returning to the ship by bus. 

 

Day 17: Basel - - Zurich - - Australia (B) 

 

This morning you’re your river cruise ends in the Swiss city of Basel. Disembark from your 

deluxe river ship and make your way to Basel central station. The ships on-board concierge 

will be able to help you with directions. Depending on your flight departure time you may 

wish to explore Basel before boarding the train. There are luggage storage facilities located 

at the train station. 

 

On arrival at the station, board your high-speed train to Zurich International Airport. The 

trip takes approximately 1.5 hours. On arrival at the airport, board your international 

homeward flight. 

 

Day 18: Australia 

 

Arrive home today 


