
Day 1: Australia -       - Beijing  

     
Depart Australia today on your 

overnight flight to Beijing.  

Day 2: Beijing  

Upon arrival at the airport in Beijing you will 

be met by your guide and transferred to your 

hotel. Take some time to relax and prepare for 

your full day tomorrow in China’s capital. 

Beijing, China’s massive capital, has history 

stretching back 3 millennia. Yet it’s known as 

much for its modern architecture as its ancient 

sites such as the grand Forbidden City complex, the imperial palace during the Ming 

and Qing dynasties.  

Day 3: Beijing (B,D) 

After a delicious breakfast at your hotel set out with your tour leader to discover 

Beijing’s imperial treasures. Stand in Tiananmen Square, one of the largest and 

grandest public plazas in the world. Enter the imposing walls of the Forbidden City, 

once the exclusive domain of the Ming Dynasty, for an extensive tour through this 

vast complex. Constructed from 1406 to 1420, the complex consists of 980 buildings 

and covers 180 acres. The palace complex exemplifies traditional Chinese palatial 

architecture, and has influenced cultural and architectural developments in East 

Asia and elsewhere. The Forbidden City was declared a World Heritage Site in 

1987, and is listed by UNESCO as the largest collection of preserved ancient wooden 

structures in the world. Afterwards, visit the Silk Factory Outlet to learn about silk, 

the very trade item which started the famous Silk Road, and its delicate 

manufacturing process.  

Optional Tour: Jump in a rickshaw and enjoy a tour through the ancient and traditional 

Hutong neighbourhoods of Beijing. These rapidly disappearing neighbourhoods offer a glimpse 

into Beijing’s past and as part of this tour, you will visit a local family for lunch before 

shopping in the Beijing Wangfujing Walking District and Beijing Flea Market  
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Optional Tour: Acrobatics Show—Action packed with outstanding feats, beautiful choreography, 

color and excitement — the show is one of the favorite nightlife venues in the wondrous "City of 

Peking". From contortionist acts to high wire stunts, this performance has it all.  

 

Day 4: Beijing - The Great Wall - Beijing (B,L,D) 

 

Today, you will travel into the rugged mountain landscapes north of the city to the 

magnificent Great Wall of China. China’s greatest engineering triumph and must-see sight, 

the Great Wall wriggles haphazardly from its scattered Manchurian remains 

in Liáoníng province to wind-scoured rubble in the Gobi desert and faint traces in the 

unforgiving sands of Xīnjiāng. Once on top of this ancient defensive structure, you’ll find 

that some sections are quite steep, but the views are magnificent and the experience is truly 

unforgettable. Later, you will then learn about Jade, China’s most precious and celebrated 

stone, and its manufacturing process at the largest Jade factory in Beijing before relaxing 

with an oriental foot massage after a long day on the wall. This afternoon we head to the 

Summer Palace. Renowned for its beautiful gardens and enjoyed by the Emperors and their 

families for hundreds of years before becoming the main residence of royal members in the 

end of the Qing Dynasty. Now the Summer Palace is UNESCO World Heritage listed and 

ranks amongst one of China’s most historical sites. 

 

Optional Tour: The Legend of Kung Fu Show—If you want to explore the real Chinese Martial 

Arts & culture, You can't miss a great Kung Fu show - The legend of Kung Fu at Red Theatre 

Beijing. A high level performance with the wonderful story layout, perfect stage design, professional 

martial arts actors, and the real Kung fu actions and scenes. It's truly unforgettable experience in 

China. 

 

Day 5: Beijing (B,L) 

 

In the morning you will practice Tai Chi in the Temple of Heaven. The Temple of Heaven is 

a medieval complex of religious buildings situated in the southeastern part of 

central Beijing. The complex was visited by the Emperors of the Ming and Qing dynasties 

for annual ceremonies of prayer to Heaven for good harvest and a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site. Here, learn and practice the art of Tai Chi. Though originally conceived as 

a martial art,  it is also typically practiced for a variety of other  reasons and places  



emphasis on the development and control of Chi (consciousness) energy within the body. 

In the afternoon we visit the 2008 Olympic Games sites including the iconic Bird’s Nest and 

high tech Water Cube aquatics centre. Afterwards, experience a traditional Chinese Tea 

Ceremony while sampling China’s locally-favoured brews at a Tea House. Tea 

culture in China differs from that in European countries like Britain and other Asian 

countries like Japan in preparation, taste, and occasion when it is consumed.  

 

Day 6: Beijing (B) 

 

Today you may choose to explore the city of Beijing at your own pace.  Beijing has 

something for everyone, from rich culture, to gourmet food, to some of the best shopping 

in the world.  

 

Why not visit the Lama Temple which is the largest and best-preserved lamasery in Beijing. 

It was built in 1694 and was originally the home of Qing Emperor Yongzheng before he 

became emperor. Or visit the Capital Museum which houses a large collection of ancient 

porcelain, bronze, calligraphy, painting, jade, sculpture, and Buddhist statues from 

imperial China as well as other Asian cultures.  

 

Day 7: Beijing - - Xi’an (B) 

 

Today you will board a high speed train to Xi’an. Travelling at up to 300km/h, they are a 

testament to China’s desire to be a technological power house. Watch as the Chinese 

countryside zips by before we roll into the walled city of Xi’an. On arrival you will be met 

by your tour guide and transferred to your hotel. You will have the evening to relax and 

prepare for your full day tomorrow.  Once known as Chang’an (Eternal Peace), it marks the 

Silk Road’s eastern end and was home to the Zhou, Qin, Han and Tang dynasties' ruling 

houses. You will appreciate the authentic lifestyles of the people of Xi’an and exploring one 

of the birthplaces of the ancient Chinese civilization. 

 

Day 8: Xi’an (B,L) 

 

Today we begin with a visit to the Wild Goose Pagoda. The temple was originally used by 

a large team of scholars to translate the Buddhism Scriptures into Chinese and  



subsequently became a holy place for pilgrims. We then continue on to the Provincial 

Museum, which documents China’s archaeological finds which date as far back as the 

Neolithic Age (20,000 years ago). It is then on to the Ancient City Wall. Built in 194 BC it is 

the oldest and best preserved ancient city wall in all of China. It was built under the rule of 

the Hongwu Emperor as a military defense system. It exhibits the complete features of the 

rampart architecture of feudal society. After we head back to the hotel where the rest of the 

evening is at leisure. 

 

Optional Tour: – Tang Dynasty Dance Performance - The Tang Dynasty Music and Dance Show, 

a wonderful performance of the ancient music and dance, is a must when you visit Xian. The show is 

an outstanding exponent of this ancient stable and prosperous society, keeping alive its splendid 

culture and providing an insight into the peaceful life style of the period. 

 

Day 9: Xi’an - Terracotta Warriors - Xi’an (B,L) 

 

Today we explore the ancient wonders of Xi’an, and one of the greatest archaeological 

finds of the 20th Century. For a period of more than 1,000 years, Xi’an served as China’s 

capital city and remains home to a great number of precious relics and historical sites. Your 

tour today will include a visit to the Terracotta Warriors and the lively Moslem Street. The 

Terracotta Warriors Site is considered the eighth wonder of the world and was discovered 

by accident in 1974. Here you will see the army of over 7,000 soldiers, archers, horses and 

chariots that has guarded Emperor Qin’s tomb since 210BC. Each figure is unique and the 

painstaking repair and evacuation continues to this day. After lunch, you will walk 

through the famous Moslem Street, where many souvenirs and delicious local snacks can 

be sampled. Here you must try Roujiamo - one of the most famous dishes of Xi’an. 

 

Day 10: Xi’an - - Shanghai (B, L) 

 

Today we leave Xi’an behind us and head for Shanghai. This morning you will be 

transferred to the airport for your onward flight. On arrival, you will be met by your tour 

guide and set out to discover all of modern Shanghai. Today we will explore China’s 

largest financial and commercial centre by visiting the Shanghai Nanjing walking district 

and explore the Shanghai Museum to learn more of the local culture and history. We visit 

the Bund by the Huangpu River and experience the city where the old meets the new.  



Optional Tour: Huangpu River Cruise - Cruise along the Huangpu River, past many of 

Shanghai’s famous sites such as the People’s Hero Monuments, the Bund, the Oriental Pearl Tower, 

the bustling International Passenger Station of Shanghai Harbour, the docks, the Wu Song ancient 

gun fort relics and the impressive skyline of the Pu Dong business district.  

 

Day 11: Shanghai - Ancient Water City - Shanghai (B) 

 

After breakfast, we make our way to Zhujiajiao, known for its well-preserved ancient water 

canals. With a history of over 1700 years and endowed with another elegant name - 'Pearl 

Stream' - the little town is the best-preserved among the four ancient towns in Shanghai. 

Unique old bridges across bubbling streams, small rivers shaded by willow trees, and 

houses with courtyards attached all transport people who have been living amidst the 

bustle and hustle of the modern big city to a brand-new world full of antiquity, leisure and 

tranquility.  

 

Day 12: Shanghai - - Yichang - - Yangtze River Cruise (B,D) 

 

Today we make our way to Yichang, the gateway to the mighty Yangtze River. On arrival 

you will be met and transferred to your luxury river cruise ship. The Yangtze River, known 

in China as the Cháng Jiāng or the Yángzǐ Jiāng, is the longest river in Asia and the third-

longest in the world. Winding about 3,964 miles, it originates from the Tanggula Range in 

Qinghai Province in western China, it traverses eleven provinces and cities from west to 

east, including Qinghai, Tibet, Sichuan, Yunnan, Chongqing, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangxi, 

Anhui, Jiangsu and Shanghai. Finally it pours into the East China Sea at Shanghai.  

 

Day 13: Yangtze River, Three Gorges Dam  (B,L,D) 

 

This morning you have the option of joining in a Tai Chi lesson before continue for a shore 

excursion of the Three Gorges Dam Site. The dam is one of the largest construction projects 

undertaken by mankind and the biggest hydropower project in the world. This evening, 

return to the ship for a special Captain's Welcome Banquet before enjoying an evening of 

entertainment with cultural Chinese dancing. 

 

 



Day 14: Yangtze River, Lesser Three Gorges (B,L,D) 

 

Today you will enjoy a shore excursion to the Lesser Three Gorges - a shinning pearl 

hidden in remote mountains. They are much smaller and narrower than most other gorges 

along the river but they are renowned for the dramatic scenery that surrounds their shores. 

Along the Yangtze River you will appreciate the beauty of the Qutang Gorge and Wu 

Gorge and visit the ancient plank road, Mengliang Stairway and the Hanging Coffins. 

After, return to the ship and continue sailing into the western section of Xiling Gorge.  

 

Day 15: Yangtze River, Fengdu Ghost City (B,L,D) 

 

After breakfast we undertake a shore excursion to the Fengdu Ghost City to see why it’s 

regarded as the “City of Ghosts”. The temples built on Ming Mountain depict the punish 

instruments and demon paintings, demonstrating the Chinese people’s imagination of hell. 

After, return to the ship and continue to pass through the mountains of Eastern Sichuan as 

your luxury vessel meanders along the Yangtze.  

 

Day 16: Chongqing - - Guilin - Longji (B,D) 

 

Today we make our way to Guilin, one of the most beautiful destinations in China known 

for its dramatic landscape of limestone karst . Upon arrival at Guilin airport, you will be 

transferred to the Longji Terraced Fields, sometimes known as the Dragon’s Backbone, 

where you will embark on a easy hike up the magnificent mountain. Longji's terraced fields 

offer some of the most fantastic scenery in Guilin or indeed China. The terraces here 

resemble ribbons winding from the foot to the top of the mountain. The terraces were 

constructed using a unique design that requires no nails and is ideal in areas with limited 

arable land and water resources. At the top of the mountain you will be able to admire the 

Zhuang and Yao minority villages that dot the landscape below. In the evening you will 

spend the night in a cottage on located on the mountain. Although basic, the rice fields 

cottage offers the comfort of a boutique resort and is an unforgettable experience. 

 

Day 17: Longji - Guilin (B,L) 

 

In the morning, wake to view the impressive sunrise on the summit of the Longji Rice  



Terraces. Afterwards, you will be driven to the Reed Flute Cave and Elephant Trunk Hill, 

which are 2 of the most popular sites in beautiful Guilin. Reed Flute Cave got its name 

from the verdant reeds growing outside it, with which people make flutes. Inside this 

water-eroded cave is a spectacular world of various stalactites, stone pillars and rock 

formations created by carbonate deposition which have been illuminated by colored 

lighting. An old Chinese saying describes Guilin’s landscape as “the best scenery under 

heaven”. Its misty limestone peaks “rise as suddenly from the earth as trees in a forest, and 

surrounding the city like mountains floating in an imaginary sea”.  

 

Day 18: Guilin -  - Guangzhou (B) 

 

Today we leave Guilin behind us and make our way to the economic hub of the south, 

Guangzhou. Upon arrival, you will be met by your guide and transferred to your hotel. 

The rest of the day may be spent at leisure exploring this colourful city. 

 

Day 19: Guangzhou - Macau - Hong Kong (B) 

 

After breakfast, we make our way to the glitz of Macau! Macau was a Portuguese overseas 

territory until 1999 and it reflects a mix of Portuguese and Chinese influences. Its giant 

casinos and extravagant malls have earned it the nickname, the “Las Vegas of Asia”.  It is 

home to the world’s biggest casino, extravagant shopping malls and many delicious foods. 

Here you will have time to wander between the towering Casino’s or if your feeling lucky, 

try luck at the Casino tables. In the evening, you will be transferred to Hong Kong by ferry. 

Once here, you will have the next 2 days to explore the beautiful island of Hong Kong at 

your own pace.  

 

Day 20: Hong Kong (B) 

 

Today is a free day to explore Hong Kong at your own pace. Famed for its tower-studded 

skyline. It’s also known for its lively food scene – from Cantonese dim sum to extravagant 

high tea – and its shopping, with options spanning chaotic Temple Street Night Market to 

the city’s innumerable bespoke tailors. Hong Kong really does have something for 

everyone. 

 

 



Day 21: Hong Kong - - Australia (B) 

 

Today you will be transferred to the airport for your onward flight home. We hope you 

have enjoyed and unforgettable journey! 

 

Please note: Some flights will arrive home 1 day later depending on scheduling. 


