
Day 1: Australia -  - Hanoi 

Today depart Australia for Vietnam! On arrival you will pick you up at airport then 

transferred to the hotel. We recommend you to take a slow walk around Hoan Kiem 

Lake which is very scenic, so remember to bring your camera. The rest of day is at 

leisure to relax after your flight.  

Please note: Some flights arrive late in the evening on day 1  

Day 2: Hanoi (B,L) 
 

After breakfast, you will be picked up for a tour of this colonial city. First we head to 

Tran Quoc Pagoda, a 1400 year-old temple, the oldest in the city. Located near West 

Lake offering a watery landscape, the pagoda is a very scenic attraction. Next it is on 

to the Ho Chi Minh Complex, where you have the chance to visit President Ho Chi 

Minh’s Mausoleum, Uncle Ho’s House and the One-pillar pagoda – a very iconic 

temple in Vietnam. The Temple of Literature will be your next stop, here education 

and study is centre point. After lunch, we will explore Ngoc Son Temple (Temple of 

Jade Mountain) dedicated to Confucian and Taoist philosophers and the national hero 

Tran Hung Dao. The temple with its famous Huc bridge is in the centre of Hoan Kiem 

(Sword) Lake. The evening is at leisure to explore Hanoi at your own pace.  

Day 3: Hanoi - Halong Bay (B,L,D)  

Today we head for Halong Bay! On the way we stop at a handicraft workshop for a 

short break. Enjoy the journey through the Red River Delta with lush rice fields, water 

buffalos and everyday Vietnamese rural life. After you arrive in Halong, check-in for 

your overnight cruise and relax for a while. Then we lift anchor and sail to visit Sung 

Sot caves where we have one hour for kayaking between the limestone spires. 

Afterwards we set sail to explore this UNESCO Heritage region. As the sun sets over 

the bay, dinner is served on board with a huge selection of fresh seafood, salads, and 

fruits. There will also be a cooking class on board, where you can learn to cook some 

basic Vietnamese dishes or simply watch the sun slip away with a cool drink on the 

deck.  
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Day 4: Halong Bay - Hanoi (B,L) 

 

The beautiful sunrise on Halong bay should never be missed, especially if you are into 

photography. Start the new day with an on-deck Tai chi session (if you are keen), or sleep 

in. Breakfast will be served on the boat after which you’ll have more time to enjoy the view 

before a wholesome brunch as your boat weaves through the magnificent limestone karst 

formations on your return towards Halong City.  Upon disembarkation, we will head back 

to Hanoi with a stop at a local workshop in Hai Duong province for a lunch break. Once 

we arrive in Hanoi the rest of the evening is at leisure. 

 

Day 5: Hanoi -  - Hoi An (B) 

 

After breakfast there is free time until the airport transfer for your flight to Hoi An. On 

arrival, you will be picked up and transferred to your hotel. The afternoon is free to explore 

this ancient capital. 

 

Day 6: Hoi An (B,L) 

 

Today we visit the Temple Kwan, Phuc Kien Temple, Tan Ky Ancient House, Phung Hung 

house, Japanese Bridge and cultural show rooms in Hoi An. You will learn a great deal 

about history and fascinating stories of this town. Have lunch at local restaurant before 

being dropped back to your hotel in the afternoon. The rest of the day is free to do as little 

or as much as you like. Either relax in your hotel, lounge on the beach or explore ancient 

Hoi An on your own. 

 

Day 7: Hoi An - - Ho Chi Minh City (B,D) 

 

After breakfast, we leave Hoi An for Danang airport to fly to Ho Chi Minh City. Upon 

arrival you are met and transferred to your Ho Chi Minh accommodation. This evening, 

enjoy a dinner at a local restaurant. 

 

 



Day 8: Ho Chi Minh City – Cu Chi Tunnels (B) 

 

This morning take a step back in time and revisit the military history of the area. Visit the 

Cu Chi Tunnels, built by Vietnamese resistance fighters during the Vietnam War. Part of a 

larger network, the tunnels were used by Viet Cong guerrillas as hiding spots during 

combat. They also served as communication and supply routes, hospitals, weapons caches 

and living quarters for numerous guerrilla fighters. Afterwards we head back to Hoi Chi 

Minh City where the rest of the evening is at leisure.  

 

Day 9: Ho Chi Minh City – My Tho (B,D) 

 

Drive to My Tho Port and board your river ship for a relaxing journey aboard the luxurious 

RV La Marguerite. Enjoy lunch as your ship sets off. Tonight, enjoy a Welcome Dinner with 

your fellow passengers.  

 

Day 10: Cai Be, Sa Dec (B,L,D)  

 

Visit Cai Be and go ashore to see the town’s cathedral and port area. Drop in on a rice 

paper manufacturer to learn how rice paper is made. You’ll then take a boat ride to Sa Dec 

for a guided tour. Later, return to your ship for a delicious dinner.  

 

Day 11: Tan Chau (B,L,D)  

 

Go ashore for a rickshaw tour of Tan Chau and take a small-boat ride to discover rural life 

on an island. The rest of today is then spent on board. This afternoon, perhaps attend a 

fruit-carving demonstration while border formalities are carried out. Cross into Cambodia 

and cruise overnight towards the capital, Phnom Penh.  

 

Day 12: Phnom Penh  (B,L,D) 

 

Today begins your exploration of the city of Phnom Penh, and its sights. After breakfast, 

take an excursion to the infamous Killing Fields, before visiting the Tuol Sleng Genocide 

Museum, located on the site of the Khmer Rouge’s notorious Security Prison 21 (S-21).  



Learn of the atrocities inflicted upon Cambodians during Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge regime in 

the 1970s. After lunch on board, disembark and enjoy a tour.Visit the spectacular Royal 

Palace and delight in its dazzling white and gold architecture. Then head to the Silver 

Pagoda, set on the south side of the palace complex.  

 

Day 13: Phnom Penh, Koh Chen  (B,L,D) 

 

Enjoy leisure time to explore Phnom Penh. Relax aboard your luxury ship or discover more 

of the city’s sights. Later, cruise to Koh Chen, a village specialising in silver and 

copperware.  

 

Day 14: Oudong, Kampong Tralach (B,L,D) 

 

Disembark in Prek K’dam and take a coach to Oudong. Like a Local - Here, receive a 

traditional Buddhist blessing by monks, sure to be a highlight of your Mekong River cruise. 

Afterwards, continue to Kampong Tralach for a visit to Wat Kampong Tralach Pleu. Like a 

Local - Get a taste of living just like the locals do with an ox-cart ride through rice fields 

and a village back to your ship.  

 

Day 15: Kampong Chhnang (B,L,D)  

 

Enjoy a small-boat excursion into the wetlands near Kampong Chhnang this morning. 

Then return to your ship and journey to Prek K’dam. This evening, enjoy a Farewell Dinner 

on board. 

 

Day 16: Prek K’dam, Siem Reap (B) 

 

Disembark your ship in Prek K’dam and transfer to Siem Reap. This afternoon, visit the 

incredible historic landmark of Angkor Archaeological Park and explore its ancient 

wonders. This amazing World Heritage-listed park contains the remains of different 

Khmer empire capitals. Visit iconic landmarks including the 13th-century temple Bayon. 

Special Stay - enjoy an indulgent and relaxing stay at the prestigious Shinta Mani Resort in 

Siem Reap. 



Day 17: Angkor Wat (B,D) 

 

Enhance Your Journey: This morning, perhaps select one of Travelmarvel’s optional 

experiences. Later, visit Ta Prohm, a temple famous for its intertwined trees. Like a Local - 

visit Opportunities of Development thru Art (ODA), which provides support and 

education for underprivileged children. This evening, cap off the day with a spectacular 

sunset over Angkor Wat, also located within the Angkor Archaeological Park before a 

Farewell Dinner. After dinner, witness a magnificent performance of traditional Apsara 

dance.  

 

Day 18: Siem Reap – -  Australia  

 

Transfer to the airport for your flight home.  

 

Day 19: Australia  

 

Arrive home today.  


