
Day 1: Australia – Paris  
Depart Australia for Europe today.

Day 2: Paris
Arrive in Paris. Your friendly tour guide will be waiting at the airport to
transfer you to the hotel.

Day 3: Paris – Lucerne (B)
Enjoy a scenic journey across classic French countryside en route to
mountainous Switzerland. You’ll pass through Basel, which is located at the
point where the Swiss, French and German borders meet, before arriving at
the picturesque lakeside city of Lucerne, nestled at the foot of the
snowcapped Swiss Alps. Visit Lucerne’s famous landmarks, including Chapel
Bridge, the Water Tower, and some wonderfully preserved Baroque and
Gothic architecture, followed by some free time to shop.

Day 4: Lucerne – Milan – Verona - Venice (B)
Head into northern Italy, stopping at Milan, a fashion capital of the world.
Visit the city’s iconic sights, including the vast Gothic cathedral (Duomo), La
Scala opera house, Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II - the planet’s oldest
shopping mall, where you can wander among the boutique shops and take
lunch in one of the refined cafes. Drive to Verona, home to some of Italy’s
finest architecture and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Here you’ll be taken on
foot through streets lined with red-roofed buildings, and walk past the
ancient Roman Arena, which stages outdoor opera performances and
music concerts to packed audiences throughout the summer. Later, visit the
residence of Verona’s most famous characters: Romeo and Juliet. Find
Juliet’s balcony by following the trail of unanswered love letters posted on
the passageway walls. Look for the bronze statue of the famous heroine here
too. After some free time, you’ll head to another vintage Italian city: Venice.

Day 5: Venice – Rome (B)
Spend the morning in the company of a knowledgeable local guide as you
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explore Venice. Take a waterbus ride to San Marco Island, a memorable
crossing of the lagoon that gives you a real taste of the city’s charm as you
approach the dreamy spires and distinctive waterside buildings. Beginning
in the Piazzo with the Basilica di San Marco - a stunning piece of Byzantine
architecture, Bridge of Sighs, which appears on many a postcard or picture
of Venice and connects the old prison to the interrogation rooms in the
Doge’s Palace. Afterwards visit some traditional Venetian craftwork at close
quarters with a demonstration by Murano glassblowers. Later, ride through
the warren of waterways on a gondola, and for most people this optional
excursion is a must. If you’re hungry after an action-packed morning you can
choose to fill up with an optional delicious homemade Italian spaghetti
meal, before enjoying more free time there. Then proceed to Rome.

Day 6: Rome - Vatican – Florence (B)
Visit to the smallest state in the world, Vatican City, which lies at the heart of
the Italian capital. Marvel at St Peter’s Basilica, home to Pope Francis and
arguably the most significant site in Christianity. The exquisitely beautiful
Basilica has been present here for almost 1,700 years and contains a
bewildering collection of paintings, frescoes and design crafted by some of
humanity’s most famous artists. Join an optional Sistine Chapel tour to view
Michelangelo’s famous painted ceiling. See the famous Trevi Fountain,
where people flock to throw coins into the water and make a wish. After
lunch, take a step even further back in time to visit Italy’s unrivalled Roman
relics. An optional guided tour of the Coliseum, built in AD 72, is highly
recommended. Later, visit the Arch of Constantine, then spend some
further free time enjoying Rome before transferring to Florence.

Day 7: Florence – Pisa – Genoa (B)
Take in a panoramic overview of the city from Piazzale Michelangelo, which
boasts glorious vistas over the red roofs, Arno river and ancient city walls out
towards the surrounding countryside. See a demonstration of the traditional
craft of leather working at close quarters in a local workshop. Enjoy a guided
walk around Florence’s many highlights: the Ponte Vecchio over the Arno,
the Piazza del Duomo and Campanile Tower. Pass the Uffizi Gallery,



containing one of the most notable art collections in Florence. Then enjoy
your free time to further explore the city further, before drive to Pisa. You’ll
free to wander, but be sure to have your camera ready to get a shot of the
iconic Leaning Tower, the famous bell tower in the ‘Square of Miracles’.

Day 8: Genoa - Monaco - Nice - Cannes - Avignon (B)
Drive along one of Europe’s most famous stretches of Mediterranean
coastline awaits as you say arrivederci to Italy and head for Monaco. You’ll
look out for the famous Monte-Carlo casino as you cruise into town. A
walking sightseeing tour here takes you to the grand Prince’s Palace, the
1920s Courthouse, the cliffside Oceanographic Museum, and the
cathedral, where Grace Kelly is buried. We then travel a little further to visit
the famous Fragonard Perfume Factory. Next it’s Nice, where you’ll stop for
lunch to sample some excellent local cuisine and warm-hearted hospitality.
Your journey continues to Cannes, where many a movie star has enjoyed the
sweet smell of success. Visit the Palais des Festival, home to the city’s annual
international film festival, before transferring to Avignon Nord.

Day 9: Avignon - Paris (B)
Take a well-earned rest today as you sit back and enjoy great views of the
changing rural charms of the French countryside on the journey north to Paris.

Day 10: Paris - Budapest (B)  
Today be transferred to the airport for your flight to Budapest. Arrive in Budapest and transfer 
to your hotel. The remainder of the afternoon is at leisure to discover Buda and Pest in this 
elegant city with its wealth of historic monuments linked by eight graceful bridges. 

Day 11: Budapest - Cruise Embarkation (B,D)  
Enjoy the morning at leisure, or participate in the optional tour that traces the rich Jewish 
heritage of Budapest. Begin with a visit to the Great Dohany Synagogue, which ranks among 
one of the major Jewish sights in Budapest. This Moorish-style building is Europe’s largest 
synagogue and the second largest in the world. View the Jewish Museum, the magnificent 
Tree of Life and the inspiring Raoul Wallenberg Memorial. Finally, travel across town to explore 
the chilling Hungarian Holocaust Museum. This afternoon, transfer to the port to embark your 



cruise. Tonight, a gala Welcome Dinner sets the mood for your delightful river cruise. The ship 
will set sail at 10pm. Bon Voyage!

Day 12: Bratislava (B,L,D)  
This morning, enjoy the tranquil scenery as the boat sails along the scenic Danube. In the late 
afternoon, arrive in Bratislava, capital of Slovakia, a mix of modern and Baroque architecture. 
This capital city is among the youngest in Europe, yet retains a rich history dating back more 
than 2000 years. Walk along the cobblestone lanes of the historic town center; view St. Mar-
tin’s Cathedral, coronation site of the Kings of Hungary, the 13th century Old Town Hall and 
the Franciscan church. Time to explore this colorful city on your own before returning to the 
ship for dinner. This evening, the ship will set sail just before midnight

 
Day 13: Vienna (B,L,D)  
Your morning tour of romantic Vienna introduces you to this Imperial city with its legendary 
opulence and elegance. Drive along the famed Ringstrasse, Vienna’s main boulevard lined 
with magnificent Baroque palaces, parks and monuments. View the lavish Hofburg Palace, 
and the impressive Vienna Opera House. Continue to majestic St. Stephen’s Cathedral and 
the Parliament building. Enjoy the afternoon at leisure, or, join the optional tour to the mag-
nificent Schonbrunn Palace, once summer residence of the Hapsburgs. Visit the gorgeous 
baroque apartments and stroll through the world-famous manicured gardens. Tonight, per-
haps take the opportunity to attend an evening of Viennese culture in the “City of Music” at 
an optional concert performance of the classical masterpieces of Mozart and Strauss, two of 
Vienna’s most famous citizens

Day 14: Melk (B,L,D)  
This morning, arrive in the Bavarian village of Durnstein, one of the prettiest towns on the 
Danube. Free time to stroll this quintessential village in the heart of the Wachau wine dis-
trict. Walk along medieval cobblestone streets revealing 16th century town houses and wine 
taverns. Continue cruising late this morning and relax on board as the boat cruises through 
the scenic Wachau Valley, with lovely storybook views of vineyards, castles, hilltop ruins and 
monasteries. Later, disembark in Melk for a guided tour of the historic Benedictine Abbey, 
considered one of the finest examples of Baroque architecture in Europe. View the Abbot’s 
chambers, the Kaiser’s walk and the lavish library. The ship will set sail as you dine on board 



this evening

Day 15: Linz (B,L,D)  
Early this morning cruise into Linz. Founded by the Romans, Linz has cultivated a strong ar-
tistic tradition, especially in the field of music. Today is free to explore the city independently, 
taking in such sites as St. Mary’s Cathedral and Linz Castle, or just relaxing at a café sampling 
the famous Linzer torte which was named after this quaint city. Alternatively, join the full day 
excursion to Cesky Krumlov in the Czech Republic. Travel through the picturesque landscape 
of Southern Bohemia to Cesky Krumlov, a fairy-tale town with its maze of narrow cobbled 
streets. Declared by UNESCO a World Heritage Site in 1992, Cesky Krumlov has earned an 
international reputation for its State Castle and Chateau, one of the largest in Central Europe, 
superbly furnished with priceless art, tapestries and richly decorated weapons. The guided 
walk through town is highlighted by Gothic, Baroque and Renaissance houses once man-
sions of noblemen families

Day 16: Passau (B,L,D)  
Today presents a wonderful opportunity to join the optional full day tour to beautiful Salzburg, 
birthplace of Mozart and setting for the Sound of Music. The walking tour will include some 
of Salzburg’s most historic sites including the Mirabell Palace, the Abbey, Salzburg Cathedral, 
and St. Peter’s Cemetery. After lunch at a local restaurant, there will be time to discover Sal-
zburg on your own before returning to the ship. If you choose to remain on board, the day is 
free to explore the 2500-year-old Passau. Well known for its pastel patrician houses, cafes, 
cobblestone lanes and riverfront promenade, Passau is a Bavarian town with a mix of Roman, 
Italian Baroque and Gothic architecture. In the early evening, all passengers will rejoin the ship 
and set sail for Regensburg

Day 17: Regensburg (B,L,D)  
Arrive in Regensburg this morning, one of Germany’s largest and best preserved medieval 
cities designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The guided walking tour highlights the city’s 
stunning architecture as you view the Old Town Hall, the Dom St. Peter, and the Porta Prae-
toria, gateway to an ancient Roman fort built in 179 AD. Marvel at beautiful churches and one 
of the oldest stone bridges crossing the Danube. Return to the boat or spend the afternoon 
at leisure discovering the delights of Regensburg on your own. The ship will remain docked in 
port this evening as you enjoy your final night on board



Day 18: Munich – Australia (B)  
Transfer from Regensburg to the Munich airport for your departure flight home
Meals: Breakfast

Day 19: Australia
Arrive home today


